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SUBJ: CO LEVEL OP PIGHTINQ IN HERAT HAS OR IS HIGH 

1. (C - ENTIRE TE^T^ 

\ 

2. AN AFGHAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WHO WAS IN HERAT OURING THE 
UNREST, AND WHO HAS JUST RETURNED TO KABUL, HAS COMMENTED 
PRIVATELY THAT, AS OF MARCH 21 (THE DAY HE LEFT HERAT) THE 
CITY WAS W THE EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF ANTI-REGIME FORCES. 

THE OFFICIAL AODED THAT ABOUT m,000 PEOPLE (INCLUDING MANY 
SOLDIERS) HAD BEEN KILLED SO FAR OURING THE FIGHTING, A 
HA2ARA NAMED BARAT ALI (ANOTHER VERISION Of THIS NAME ME HAVE 
HEARD OF MOLAVI AHMAD ALI) IS REPORTEDLY THE LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION FORCES IN HERAT. 

3. COMMENT: CURRENT REPORTING INDICATES THAT HERAT IS UNDER 
GOVERNMENT CONTROL. WE HAVE NO WAY TO CONFIRM THE CASUALTY FIGURE 
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CITED, BUT EVEN IF REMOTELY ACCURATE, IT GIVES AN INDICATION 
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BEGINS MAKING THE ROtjNaS°OF' Tflg DfeiC SGftEAUCftACY. JP AN ETHNIC 
HA2ARA (MOST OF WHOM ARE SHIAS) ISL" IN FACT, PLAYWG A M*I$R 
ROLE IN THIS EPISODE, IT COULD INDICATE THAT AS AT*DARA-I- 
SUF'S RECENT FIGHTING, THIS HAJOR ETHNIC MINORITY $S TAKING THE 
FIELD AGAINST THE KHALOIS, A POTENTIALLY OMINOUS DEVELOPMENT 
FOR DOMESTIC SECURITY. THE HERAT FIGHTING HAS ALSO INVOLVED 
ANTI-KHALOI ELEMENTS FROM THE SEVERAL ISLAND COMMUNITIES OF 
PUSHTUNS AROUND THAT CITY, IN SPITE OF THE PACT THAT THE TOP 
KHALOI LEADERSHIP IS PUSHTUN', THAT 1 DOMINANT ETHNIC MAJORITY 
CONTINUES TO REMAIN IN THE FOREFRONT OP ARMED OPPOSITION TO THE 
REGIME. AMSTUT2 i » 



i 



CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 






